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IUCN Species Survival Commission

The Species Survival Commission (SSC) is one of six volunteer commissions of IUCN – The
World Conservation Union, a union of sovereign states, government agencies and non-
governmental organisations. IUCN has three basic conservation objectives: to secure the
conservation of nature, and especially of biological diversity, as an essential foundation for the
future; to ensure that where the Earth’s natural resources are used this is done in a wise,
equitable and sustainable way; and to guide the development of human communities towards
ways of life that are both of good quality and in enduring harmony with other components of
the biosphere.

A volunteer network comprised of nearly 7,000 scientists, field researchers, government
officials and conservation leaders from nearly every country of the world, the SSC membership
is an unmatched source of information about biological diversity and its conservation. As such,
SSC members provide technical and scientific counsel for conservation projects throughout
the world and serve as resources to governments, international conventions and conservation
organisations.

The IUCN/SSC Action Plans assess the conservation status of species and their habitats, and
specifies conservation priorities. The series is one of the world’s most authoritative sources of
species conservation information available to nature resource managers, conservationists,
and government officials around the world.
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